
Dear Berner Lover, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Greater Seattle!  We welcome new 
members and are pleased that you are considering BMDCGS membership. To complete the application 
process, please follow these steps: 
 
♦ Fill out the membership application. Once we receive your application and payment, you will begin 

your provisional year. You will have provisional membership status for one year before the Board 
can vote you in for full membership. 

 
♦ Read and sign the Code of Conduct and return with membership application. Please have both 

adults sign if applying as a couple or family. 
 
♦ Return the membership application and Code of Conduct to me via email or snail mail. Please pay 

your first dues payment via check (snail mail).  If you prefer PayPal, please email me first to confirm 
receipt of your application.  

 
♦ Ask (2) two members who are not related to one another to sponsor you. If you don’t know two 

people in the club, we encourage you to still apply but you will need to meet a couple members to 
get your two sponsors by the end of your provisional year. Have your sponsors mail or email the 
sponsor sheets to the address below. 

 
♦ Attend at least one meeting or event during your provisional year. Please check in with the event 

coordinators and say hi and make sure to sign the attendance sheet (if any) at the meeting. 
 
Dues are required with your application and signed Code of Conduct. During the provisional year you 
won’t be able to vote or hold a club office but are welcome and encouraged to participate in all other 
club activities. Your attendance and assistance in any events will be appreciated! 
 
At the first Board meeting following the end of your provisional year, your application will be reviewed 
and voted on by the Board of Directors. You will receive the club newsletters and event flyers during 
your provisional year. 
 
We are looking forward to your membership and attendance at our club meetings and activities! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Van Horne 
Treasurer 
4308 SE 4th PL 
Renton, WA 98059 
Nancy.vanhorne@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG CLUB OF GREATER SEATTLE 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 
 
NAME(S)______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS/STATE/ZIP____________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_________________________EMAIL ADDRESS________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_________________________EMAIL ADDRESS________________________________________(2ND FAMILY MEMBER) 
 
LIST SPONSORS. TWO MEMBERS, UNRELATED TO ONE ANOTHER, IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE BMDCGS. 
 
1________________________________________ 2___________________________________________ 

 
NAME OF BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOGS OWNED. (LIST ADDITIONAL DOGS ON ANOTHER SHEET) 
 
w REGISTERED NAME______________________________________________________ CALL NAME: __________________  
 
DOG’S AGE/SEX__________  BREEDER_______________________________________________________________  
 
BERNER-GARDE #___________________ AKC #__________________________ 
 
w   REGISTERED NAME_______________________________________________________CALL NAME: ___________________  
 
DOG’S AGE/SEX__________  BREEDER________________________________________________________________ 
 
BERNER-GARDE #___________________ AKC #___________________________ 
 
 
I AM INTERESTED IN:  DRAFTING___CONFORMATION___ BREEDING___ OBEDIENCE___ CARTING___CARE & FEEDING___ 
AGILITY__ HERDING___ RALLY___ COURSING___ BARN HUNT___ TRACKING___THERAPY___ HEALTH____ 
 
♦ HOW DO YOU HOPE TO BENEFIT FROM CLUB MEMBERSHIP? (USE BACK IF NECESSARY) 
 
 
 
 
♦ DESCRIBE ANY SKILLS OR EXPERIENCE THAT YOU COULD SHARE WITH  US IN PURSUING CLUB GOALS OR DEVELOPING 

PROGRAMMING. (USE BACK IF NECESSARY) 
 
 
 
 
♦ LIST THE BREEDS YOU OWN NOW AND THOSE YOU HAVE OWNED IN THE PAST.  
 
 
♦ HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A DOG HANDLER OR A JUDGE AT A LICENSED DOG SHOW?   HANDLER____ JUDGE____ 
♦ HAVE YOU EVER REGISTERED A LITTER WITH THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB?  YES____ NO____  
♦ ARE YOU AN ACTIVE BMD BREEDER?  _______ 
♦ HAVE YOU INPUT YOUR DOG’S INFO IN THE BERNER-GARDE DATABASE? YES____ NO____ MAY WE ASSIST YOU WITH 

BERNER-GARDE ENTRY?  ________ 
♦ DO YOU EXHIBIT YOUR DOGS IN AKC EVENTS? ______HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU SHOWN?  __________ 
♦ DO YOU HAVE AN ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP IN ANY OTHER DOG CLUB?  YES____ NO_____ 
♦ WHICH CLUB(S)________________________________________________________________________________ 

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU BEEN AN OFFICER IN A DOG CLUB?  YES____ NO____ 
 

DUES:  FAMILY/COUPLE $40.00____INDIVIDUAL $30.00____JUNIOR (18 YEARS OR UNDER) $15.00____ 
(BOTH MEMBERS OF A FAMILY/COUPLE MEMBERSHIP MUST SIGN BOTH PARTS OF THIS FORM) 

 
SIGNED________________________________________________________________ DATE_________________ 
 
SIGNED________________________________________________________________ DATE_________________ 
 

(TWO SPONSORS MUST FILL OUT RECOMMENDATION FORMS ENCLOSED) 
 
∗ I AM ENCLOSING $________IN SUPPORT OF THE BMDCGS GENERAL FUND, RESCUE, HEALTH, BREED EDUCATION (CIRCLE 

CHOICE.) 
 



 
 

Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Greater Seattle 

Code of Conduct 
The members of the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Greater Seattle (BMDCGS) are 
dedicated to: 

• promoting the standard of the Bernese Mountain Dog breed  
• supporting the integrity and purpose of the club  
• protecting the interests of the breed and individual dogs 
• promoting quality and integrity in breeding programs 

BMDCGS members recognize that as individuals our practices of sportsmanship, husbandry, and ethics directly affect the welfare 
of the breed. We realize that no code we sign can cover all instances of members’ required conscientiousness in protecting our 
breed. Therefore, we acknowledge that our actions are the truest reflection of our personal integrity and ethics, commitment to the 
enhancement of the Bernese Mountain Dog community, and true concern for the welfare of the breed.    

1. PROMOTING THE STANDARD OF THE BREED   

BMDCGS members agree to: 

A) use the American Kennel Club (AKC) Standard for the Bernese Mountain Dog (BMD) to assess the suitability of dogs’ 
temperament and type for exhibition in AKC and club conformation events and for breeding. 

B) exhibit at dog events where feasible. 

2.  SUPORTING THE INTEGRITY AND PURPOSE OF THE CLUB 
BMDCGS members agree to: 

A) adhere to all AKC rules, regulations, and requirements pertaining to the sport of dogs, the Constitution, Bylaws, and 
regulations of the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Greater Seattle (BMDCGS), and this Code of Conduct (COC). 

B) share knowledge and be truthful and constructive when conveying information about BMDs, their lineage, and their health, 
and refer to other members and kennels with respect. 

C) display good sportsmanship and conduct themselves in a manner that gives credit to the club and the breed. 

D) encourage and promote public awareness of responsible pet ownership. 

E) put the breed’s and the individual dog’s welfare before any consideration of profit or personal advantage and aid fellow 
members in doing the same. 

F) participate to the best of their ability in BMDCGS-sanctioned activities and programs. These activities and programs 
include but are not limited to sporting and social events, surveys, databases, health-related studies, and educational 
programs conducted or sanctioned by the BMDCGS and/or BMDCA.  

3.  PROTECTING THE INTERESTS OF THE BREED AND THE INDIVIDUAL DOGS 

BMDCGS members are encouraged to: 

A) inform the breeders of their dogs and individuals with whom their dogs are placed of any health issues in their dogs or 
their dogs’ families that may be helpful to the owners in caring for their dogs, and to the breeders in assessing their 
breeding programs. 

B) fulfill the requirements of any dog-related contract they sign. [or any signed contract regarding the dog] 

C) notify individuals from whom they obtained a dog of any change in the dog’s ownership or residence.  



D) utilize such organizations as OFA, PennHIP, CERF, and VetGen for evaluation of individual traits in all of their Bernese 
Mountain Dogs. Submit all evaluations (affected, carrier, and unaffected) to the Berner-Garde database, whose purpose is 
to acquire and disseminate information on inherited traits in BMDs in an effort to eliminate heritable disease in the breed. 

E) obtain an AKC DNA profile for all dogs they own. 

BMDCGS members agree to: 

F) assure that any dog they place that is not suitable for breeding will be spayed/castrated and placed with an AKC limited 
registration and spay/castration contract. 

G) keep only the number of dogs for which they can provide a high standard of health care, shelter, nutrition, attention, 
affection, socialization, and overall care. 

H) provide appropriate training and supervision so that their dogs are well mannered, kept in safe conditions, and not abused 
or neglected. 

I) never allow their dogs to roam at large unsupervised, nor to become a public nuisance or a public burden.  

J) ensure that all dogs they place are not brokered, wholesaled, or consigned through a pet shop, auction, or other 
commercial establishment, and are not offered as prizes in contests, raffles, or fundraising events.  

K) ensure that all animals released to the care of others received the veterinary care appropriate for their age and needs, 
including but not limited to that required by the laws of the state from which the dog originates. 

L) prior to placing any BMD, discuss with the prospective owner the health care and behavior management needs of the 
dog, and provide a health history and recommendations for general care. 

M) guarantee the health of the dog subject to a veterinarian’s examination, at a minimum, within 72 hours of the placement.  

N) ensure that no stud dog or brood bitch they own is bred to any dog or bitch whose owner is directly or indirectly involved 
with any puppy broker, puppy mill, pet shop, auction, litter lot sales, or any other commercial enterprise whose business is 
involved in these activities. 

4. PROMOTING QUALITY AND INTEGRITY IN BREEDING PROGRAMS 

Members who intend to breed Bernese Mountain Dogs should do so with full understanding of the responsibility they bear for the 
future of the breed. Breeders should understand the breed standard, evaluate individual mature dogs’ traits, evaluate traits present 
in a breeding dog’s extended pedigree, and apply the principles of genetics. Breeders should have a practical knowledge of 
mating, care of a bitch in whelp, and raising a litter, as well as the time, effort, and resources required to engage in this activity. 
Experienced member breeders should make themselves available as a resource to novice breeders when requested. Conversely, 
novice breeders should actively recruit the assistance of experienced breeders when engaging in this activity. 

Members who breed agree to:   

A)    adhere to AKC rules applying to litter and individual registrations, ensuring that any litter they produce is eligible for AKC 
registration. 

B)    refrain from breeding females prior to eighteen months and males before twelve months of age. 

C)    ensure a female bears puppies no more than two out of three seasons. A period of a one-year rest between litters is 
desirable. 

D)    use for breeding only animals, which exhibit good type, are in good health, and are physically and temperamentally 
sound. Shy and aggressive dogs will be eliminated from breeding. 

E)    obtain an evaluation for hip and elbow dysplasia from the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) or other BMDCA 
recognized orthopedic registry prior to using a BMD for breeding. Regardless of any prior evaluations, all dogs over 24 
months of age who are to be used for breeding must be evaluated by the OFA or other BMDCA recognized orthopedic 
registry for hip and elbow dysplasia after 24 months of age and prior to being bred. 

F)    provide new owners the following documentation: this COC, an AKC registration application or registration papers for the 
individual dog, a health and veterinary care history, evidence of the individual's and/or sire and dam's health certifications 
or evaluations, a four-generation pedigree and recommendations for general care and training. 



G)    remain available for advice, when sought, for the lifetime of offspring from their dogs. 

H)    ensure to the best of their ability that puppies produced from any of their BMDs will be raised and sold in a manner in 
accordance with this COC. 

I)    exhibit at dog shows and matches where feasible. 

J)   Submit and update data to the Berner-Garde database. 

The BMDCGS recommends that members: 

K)    assess whether prospective breeding candidates and their immediate relatives are affected with or carriers of hereditary 
disease for which there is diagnostic testing. Such hereditary diseases include, but may not be limited to, hip and elbow 
dysplasia, eye disease, degenerative myelopathy, histiocytic sarcoma, thyroid disease, heart disease, and von Willebrand 
disease. 

L)    use dogs for breeding which are at least two years old, have sound temperament, structure, conformation, and type, and 
who have been evaluated and are known to be not affected with a crippling nor disabling defect nor affected with a known 
hereditary disease for which there is diagnostic testing. 

M)    refrain from using dogs for breeding, which, although unaffected with a specific physical or temperament defect, 
consistently produce afflicted offspring with different mates. 

N)   transfer puppies to new owners in accordance with the laws of their state and meet, at least, the minimum federal 
standard for transporting puppies (8 weeks of age). 

O)   obtain an AKC DNA profile on all dogs used for breeding. 

 

Sign_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Date________________________ 

 

Sign______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date________________________ 

 
Send application to: 
Nancy Van Horne 
Treasurer 
4308 SE 4th PL 
Renton, WA 98059 
nancy.vanhorne@gmail.com 
 
Questions? Contact the Membership Chairs Devon Burns or Liz Smith: 
membership@bmdcgs.org  
 



SPONSOR FORM 
 
Applicant Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor Name   _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why do you recommend this person for membership? Please include additional information about his/her 
relationship with other dog clubs, reputation in the dog community, sportsmanship, non-dog interests, 
activities, abilities etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSOR FORM 
 

Applicant Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor Name   _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why do you recommend this person for membership? Please include additional information about his/her 
relationship with other dog clubs, reputation in the dog community, sportsmanship, non-dog interests, 
activities, abilities etc. 
 
 


